Examinable Terms
Act:  A major division in a dramatic work, larger than a scene or episode.

Action:  Refers not only to the physical activities of the characters but also to any change or decision made in the story.  Even seemingly isolated incidents must eventually come together to form the novel’s plot.

Active Voice: When the verb of a sentence is in the active voice, the subject is doing the action. Ex. Mary kicked the ball. (Mary acts upon the ball, which is the object).

Advertisement: a notice or announcement in a public medium promoting a product, service or event.

Agenda: the underlying intentions or motives of a particular person or group.

Allegory:  a short moral story (often with animal characters); a visible symbol representing an abstract idea.
Alliteration:  The repetition of the initial consonant sound in a series of words.  It adds rhythm or emphasizes emotion (The menacing moonlight created mystery).

Allusion:  Reference to events or characters from history, myth, religion, literature, pop culture, etc.

Anachronism: a thing/event belonging or appropriate to a period of time other than that in which it exists. Ex.  In a scene from Glory, which is set during the Civil War, one of the extras holds up his arm to reveal a wristwatch.
Analogy:  a comparison of an unfamiliar object or idea to a familiar one in an attempt to explain the unfamiliar.
Anecdote: a short and amusing or interesting story about a real incident or person; they are personal to the writer.

Antagonist:  The character who struggles or fights against the protagonist (main character).
Anticlimax: a disappointing ending to an exciting or impressive series of events.

Antonyms: a word opposite in meaning to another. Ex. Good and bad

Apostrophe:  Animate or inanimate objects are addressed as if they were present or alive (example: Death be not proud!).

Appendix: a section or table of additional material at the end of a book.

Archetype:  An original model or type after which other similar things are patterned; a prototype: “‘Frankenstein’... ‘Dracula’... ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’... the archetypes that have influenced all subsequent horror stories” (New York Times).  

Aside:  A monologue in which a character speaks directly to the audience as though unheard by the other characters onstage.

Assonance:  The repetition of the same or similar vowel sounds within nearby words for musical effect (example:  We chatted and laughed as we ambled along).

Asymmetry: the lack or absence of symmetry.

Atmosphere:  The overall emotional impression of a novel.  The author creates an atmosphere, or mood, by developing a strong sense of place and time.
Audience:  The individuals whom a piece of writing will address; audience plays an important part in determining what you say and how you say it.
Autobiography:  A story one writes about one’s own life, told in the first person.  It may be a complete story of the writer’s life or just a meaningful episode or two.
Bias: A prejudice; a narrow, subjective perspective.
Biography:  A story of a person’s life written by another person who either knew the individual or researched the events and accomplishments of the person’s past.

Blog: a regularly updated website or webpage, typically run by an individual or small group, written in an informal or conversational style.

Brochure/Pamphlet: a small book or magazine containing pictures and information about a product, place or service.

Cacophony:  The use of words that have a harsh or discordant sound due to the presence of letters such as c, k, g, b, and p (examples: clobber, squawk, guttural).
Captions: found attached/associated with a picture; helps to explain it.

Caricature: Drawings that exaggerate their subjects’ physical features, making a prominent nose even larger or a small chin even weaker; politicians and celebrities are frequent targets of cartoonists’ wit.
Catharsis: cleansing of character’s emotions.

Characters:  Fictional people created by the author.  Can be: minor, major, round, flat, dynamic or static.

Chorus:  In song lyrics, the refrain or repeated phrases or lines; in drama, one or more narrator-like characters who comment on the action of the drama or voice a character’s thoughts.

Cliché:  An overused, time-worn phrase, usually avoided unless used for effect in dialogue. Ex. Don’t judge a book by it’s cover.
Climax: In a plot, the height of the tension in the conflict; the turning point in the plot; sometimes called the crisis.

Closing by return:  A restatement of the thought found in the topic sentence, sometimes used in the clinching sentence. 
Coherence:  Refers to the logical arrangement and progression (smooth flow) of ideas within a paragraph; created using transitions, pronoun reference, parallel structure and repetition of key words or phrases.

Collage: collecting various materials/pictures not normally associated with one another on a single surface.

Comic relief:  A humorous or farcical interlude in a serious literary work or drama, especially a tragedy, intended to relieve the dramatic tension or heighten the emotional impact by means of contrast.

Comic Strip: a sequence of drawings arranged in interrelated panels.

Commercial: a video advertisement.
Comparison:  Exploring the similarities and differences between things.

Complex sentence:  Has one main clause and one or more subordinate clauses (example:  As she scanned the horizon, she saw a sailboat).
Complication:  The rising action of a plot leading to its climax in which conflict is introduced and developed.
Composition (visual):  The arrangement of visual elements within a picture.

Conflict:  The force that move the plot along and the struggles in which the characters are involved. (internal, external or interpersonal).
Connotation:  The associations a word or image evokes.
Consonance:  The repetition of consonants or of a consonant pattern, especially at the ends of words, as in blank and think or strong and string.
Contrast:  To show differences when compared (example: an essay that contrasts city and country life).
Conventions:  Special techniques characteristic of a particular kind of writing (example: in comics and cartoons, there are conventional ways of showing thought, speech and action – speech balloons, thought balloons, capital letters to indicate shouting, speed lines or small puffs of smoke to indicate movement, etc.).

Couplet:   a stanza consisting of two successive lines of verse; usually rhymed.

Cross-Sections: a picture/diagram that shows the parts or layers of an object on the inside.

Deconstruct: analyze in order to expose its hidden internal assumptions and contradictions.

Delaying Strategies (Speech): the use of noises and words to allow think time while speaking. Ex. Um, well, you know, ah…

Demographic: a particular sector of the population, Ex. Adults, children, elderly…

Denotation:  A literal, dictionary meaning of a word or phrase.
Denouement: the final part of a play, movie or narrative in which the strands of the plot are drawn together and matters are explained or resolved.

Detail:  A discrete part or portion of a work, such as a painting, building, or decorative object, especially when considered in isolation. 
Dialect:  A way of speaking or a variation on language unique to a particular people or to one region or social group.
Dialogue:  The conversation of two or more characters involving an exchange of ideas or information.
Diction:  The choice of words and phrases.  In literature, a term used to describe the level of language used   (example:  slang, colloquial, formal, informal).
Dominant impression/dominant image:  main or overall image or impression brought out in a particular selection; can be created using figurative language and vivid diction.

Dramatic monologue:  A poem in which the speaker addresses the unseen, silent listener.  This form is related to the soliloquy.
Editorial Cartoon: an illustration containing a commentary that usually relates to current events or personalities.

Emphasis:  Means that important elements in a paragraph are made to stand out.  Emphatic devices include:
· A forceful topic sentence

· An effective conclusion (clinching sentence)

· Placement of key ideas near the beginning and end

· Elaboration with supporting details and examples

· Comparison and contrast

· Purposeful repetition of words and phrases

· Repetition of words with similar meaning (synonyms)

· Repetition of grammatical structure (parallelism)

· Repetition and restatement of sentences

· Emphatic devices: listing, font [bold and italics], short sentences, and punctuation, bullets, etc.
Empathy: the ability to understand and share the feelings of another.

Emotional appeals:  Technique used by writers of opinion pieces to sway the emotions of their audience; for example, linking an issue to values such as peace, justice, or fair play, or presenting testimonials from admired or respected individuals.
Enjambment: the continuation of a thought without a pause at the end of a line of poetry.

Epiphany:  A comprehension or perception of reality by means of a sudden intuitive realization.

Essay:  An extended piece of writing in which an author explores a subject in some detail.

· Introduction – a good introduction arouses the interest of the audience, often through a strong or controversial statement, a provocative quotation, etc.  The introduction also states the main idea (thesis) of the essay.  It also provides a preview of the ideas discussed in the body of the essay.

· Body – A writer establishes a pattern of organization to use in the body of an essay.  For example:
· Definition:  The essay formally defines a key term then clarifies and expands on that definition through exposition, examples, anecdotes, etc.

· Comparison and Contrast: The essay explores the similarities and differences between things.

· Cause and Effect:  The essay considers reasons for events or behaviors, and the probable results.

· Classification and Division:  Classification is the means whereby we sort things or place them in categories; it looks at the characteristics of each category.  Division allows for the analysis of parts or sections of a topic or classification.
· Example and Illustration:  Are used to support an idea, reinforce a contention or clarify some topic.

· Process Analysis:  Gives directions and/or simply provides information about how to perform a particular task, how something works or happened.

· Conclusion – Endings, like beginnings, should be short and to the point.  A brief summary that reviews the main points of the essay is appropriate in a long research essay, but should be avoided in short essays.  The ending should naturally grow out of what precedes it.  It should not add new information, but can present the writer’s final thoughts on the thesis.

Types of essays:

· Narrative essay: Tells the story of an event or experience.  

· Descriptive essay: Describes a person, place, event, object or process.
· Expository essay: Communicates information about an event, process, issue or topic.  Its purpose is to expose and explain. Methods of development include: classification & division, cause & effect, comparison & contrast, process analysis, and example & illustration.
· Persuasive essay: Tries to win the reader over to an idea or point of view.

· Reflective essay: Thoughtfully explores an idea, opinion or insight about the world.

Eulogy:  A speech or essay written in praise of a person, usually soon after the subject’s death.

Euphemisms: a less offensive way of saying something negative or inappropriate. Ex. Passed away instead of died.

Euphony:  The use of words that have a pleasing or melodic sound due to letters such as s, l, m, w and v  (examples: slumber, mellow).

Exposition: Writing that gives an explanation.
Extended metaphor: A metaphor that is extended through a stanza or entire poem, often by multiple comparisons of unlike objects or ideas.
Fallacy: a display of faulty reasoning that makes an argument invalid, or a faulty belief based on an unsound argument.

Fiction:  A general term for an imaginative, written work in prose.

Figurative language:  Language that uses figures of speech, such as simile, metaphor, personification; used to create imagery.

Flashback: A device used to depict events of the past (example: a story of a teenage heroine might flash back on her early childhood).
Foil: a character whose qualities or actions serve to emphasize those of another character by providing a strong contrast with that character.

Foreshadowing: A device of hinting at the future or events occurring later in the work.
Form:  Broadly, the shape of the communication (example: one form of poetry is the haiku).
Format: the way something is arranged or set out.

Frame: One or many still images which compose the complete moving pictures.

Frame story: a story within a story. An introductory or main narrative is presented, at least in part, for the purpose of setting the stage for a more emphasized second narrative.

Genre: A type or class of literary texts (example: novel) in which there are categories of forms (example: science fiction novel).  
Heading: identifies topics throughout the writing in a title-like way.

Homonyms: two or more words having the same pronunciation but different meanings, origins or spellings. Ex. new/knew, there/their/they’re.

Hubris: excessive pride.

Hyperbole:  Intended exaggeration, a device often used to create irony, humor or dramatic effect.
Hypertext: text displayed on a computer display with references (hyperlinks) to other text which the reader can immediately access.

Iambic pentameter:  In poetry, a pattern of ten syllables per line, each pair beginning with an unstressed and ending with a stressed syllable.
Icon: a small picture that represents a program or option in the computing world; a person or thing regarded as a representative symbol of something.

Idiom: a group of words which offer advice about how to live and also how to transfer some underlying ideas, principles, and values of a given culture/society; wise sayings. Ex. Don’t jump the gun. Ex. It was a blessing in disguise.
Imagery:  Language that creates pictures in a reader’s mind to bring life to the experiences and feelings described in a poem.  Often, the words the poet chooses appeal to the reader’s senses (visual, auditory, tactile, gustatory, olfactory).
Imperative: to give an authoritative command. Ex: Pick that up right now!
Inflection (speech): the variation of intonation or pitch in the voice.

Intent: something’s or someone’s purpose.

Intonation (speech): the rise and fall of the voice while speaking.

Irony: A literary device involving contrast.  Types include dramatic, situational, and verbal.

· Dramatic irony: Contrasts what a character perceives and what the audience and one or more of the characters know to be true.

· Situational irony:  Contrasts what actually happens with what was expected to happen.
· Verbal irony: Contrasts what is said and what is meant.

Jargon: words or expressions used by a particular group or profession. Ex. medical jargon.

Juxtaposition:  the act of positioning close together (or side by side); "it is the result of the juxtaposition of contrasting colors".
Lead:  The first sentence or two of a news story which generally contains answers to the W5H questions.

Letter to the editor:  A written response to a publication, typically to give praise, criticism, or clarification.
Literal meaning:  The actual meaning of a word (dictionary meaning).

Magnification: a graphic aid which identifies small details in a picture/illustration.

Media:  Means of communication, including mass media, such as newspapers, magazines, television, radio, films, etc.  Medium=method of delivery.
· Logo:  Brand or corporate symbol identified with a product.
· Target audience:  Specific audience that is seen as the potential buyers of the advertised product or service.

· Headline:  The message that “hooks’ the viewers and provides them with an idea about what is being advertised.

· Angle:  The position of the camera relative to the horizontal plane of the subject.  In a high-angle shot, the camera is above the subject; in a low-angle shot, the camera is below the subject.  High angles can make a subject appear smaller and of lesser importance, while low angles give stature and authority.

· Foreground:  The part of a scene or picture that is nearest to and in front of the viewer.
· Background:  The part of a pictorial representation that appears to be in the distance and that provides relief for the principal objects in the foreground.
· Lighting:  The use of special lights to illuminate the stage, creating setting and atmosphere, and directing the focus of the audience.
· Contrast:  The difference in brightness between the light and dark areas of a picture, such as a photograph or video image.
· Logical fallacy:  A falsehood or misunderstanding based on flawed reasoning.

· Propaganda:  Publication of information or ideas in such a way as to create a following for a particular practice or belief.
· Color:  Is made up of hue (or tint), intensity, and value.  Hue or tint refers to the name of the color, such as red or blue.  Intensity is the purity and strength of a color, such as dull red or bright blue.  Value means the lightness or darkness of a color.  

· Bias: A prejudice; a narrow, subjective perspective.

· Focus: moving the “camera” or eye closer or further away from the object to blur or sharpen the image.
Media Strategies:

· Bandwagon

· Cartoon/Cute Characters

· Celebrity Endorsement

· Emotional Appeal

· Snob Appeal

· Facts & Figures

· Gender/Sex Appeal
· Testimonial

· Name Calling

· Plain Folk

· Shock Appeal

· Humor

Memoir:  Autobiographical writing.

Metaphor:  An implied comparison that does not use like or as.

Metre:  The pattern of rhythm (stressed and unstressed syllables in poetry).

Monologue:  In drama, a speech spoken by one character (example: a soliloquy or an aside).
Mood:  The prevailing feeling created in or by a work, also known as the atmosphere.

Motif:  A dominant theme or central idea.
Motive:  the reason for the action; that which gives purpose and direction to behavior.

Myth:  A story that involves supernatural beings or powers – that explains why things are as they are – or the human condition, and that is part of a culture’s mythology (its system of stories passed down through generations).

Narrative writing: Writing that involves the telling of a story, often about an event.
Narrator:  The storyteller in narrative writing; a function of the point of view.  

Nonfiction:  A general term for work in writing that is not fiction, thus reflecting fact.

Onomatopoeia:  A device in which a word imitates the sound it represents.

Oxymoron: A device that combines contradictory words for effect.

Parable:   A brief folk tale that teaches an implied moral, or lesson.
Paradox:  An apparent contradiction or absurdity that is somehow true.

Parallel structure/parallelism: repeated grammatical form. Ex. He liked swimming, skating and dancing.

Paraphrase: to express the meaning of a text in different words.

Parody:  A humorous, exaggerated imitation of a work, style, or person.
Passive voice: a grammatical construction where the noun, or noun phrase, that would be the object of an active sentence, such as “Our soldiers defeated the enemy”, appears as the subject of a sentence with passive voice. Ex. The enemy was defeated by our soldiers. 

Persona:  In poetry, novels, or other forms of literature, the character who “speaks to” the reader or imagined audience; also called the speaker in poetry.

Personification:  A technique in which inanimate objects or concepts are given human qualities, form, or actions.
Plot:  The series of connected actions and events in a story often described as having a course of action and including rising action, conflict, climax, falling action, and a resolution.
Podcast: a digital audio file made available on the internet for streaming/downloading. 

Poetic forms:
· Ballad:  A narrative poem with a song-like form that usually tells of a love story, historical event, or heroic tale.

· Blank verse:  A type of unrhymed verse that closely resembles everyday conversation, is always in iambic pentameter, and is used in Shakespearean plays and other forms of drama.

· Elegy:  a mournful poem; a lament for the dead.
· Epic:  A type of narrative poem that is long and is about historic or legendary people.  Thus it is like a legend but not prose.
· Free verse:  Poetry that is close to natural speech and that has no regular pattern of line length, rhyme, or rhythm.
· Lyric poem:  A poem that expresses intense personal thoughts, moods, or emotions.
· Narrative poem:  A poem that tells a story (example:  ballad or epic poem).
· Ode: poem that praises. Ex. Ode to Newfoundland.
· Shakespearean sonnet:  The sonnet form used by Shakespeare, composed of three quatrains and a terminal couplet in iambic pentameter with the rhyme pattern abab cdcd efef gg. Also called Elizabethan sonnet, English sonnet.
· Italian sonnet:  A sonnet containing an octave with the rhyme pattern abbaabba and a sestet of various rhyme patterns such as cdecde or cdcdcd. Also called Italian sonnet.
· Villanelle:  A 19-line poem of fixed form consisting of five tercets and a final quatrain on two rhymes, with the first and third lines of the first tercet repeated alternately as a refrain closing the succeeding stanzas and joined as the final couplet of the quatrain.
· Feet: a measure of poetry.

Point of View:  The viewpoint from which the author tells the story.  
· Third-person:  All characters are referred to by name or as he, she, they, etc.

· First-person:  The story is told by the main character, I.
· Omniscient:  Allows the author to describe any character from the outside (movements, appearance) and the inside (thoughts and feelings).

· Limited omniscient:  Allows the author to tell the story from the point of view of one character but without the use of I.  

Preface: a brief writing that explains what is to come in the book.

Product placement: a practice in which manufacturers of goods or providers of a service gain exposure for their products by paying for them to be featured.

Prologue:  An opening section of a drama, a kind of introduction.

Propaganda:  Publication of information or ideas in such a way as to create a following for a particular practice or belief.

Props:  Objects appearing in the action of a drama and used to perform or enhance it.  Props, or properties, include furniture, costumes, etc.

Protagonist:  The narrative’s main character, the focus of our attention, often pitted against an antagonist.
Pun:  A play on words using a word with two meanings, two words of similar meanings, or words that are similarly spelled or pronounced.
Punctuation:
· Period:  End punctuation (.)
· Dash:  Indicates a pause, usually more emphatic than that indicated by a comma.  Used to indicate an abrupt change in thought, to set off an interruption to the main clause or to set off a summary of what preceded (-).
· Semicolon:  Is used to separate major sentence elements of equal rank (;)
· Colon:  Calls attention to what follows it. Comes before a list (:)
· Hyphen:  Separates or joins words or word parts (-)
· Quotation marks:  Used to enclose a direct quotation and to enclose names of short works such as short stories, essays, poems and songs. “ ”
· Exclamation points:  End punctuation to indicate strong feeling or a strong command. Used for emphasis (!)
· Capitalization:  Used at beginnings of sentences, for the pronoun, for proper nouns, for the major words in titles, for titles of persons, and for the beginnings of quotations.
· Parentheses/Brackets ( )

· Question mark (?)

· Comma: separates elements in a list (,)
· Apostrophe: creates possessive forms (ownership) and contractions (don’t).

· Ellipsis: omits some of a direct quotation; also used to create tension/suspense (…)

Purpose:  Reason for writing; determines both your content and style.

Quatrain:  A stanza of four lines.
Refrain:  A phrase, a line or lines repeated in a poem.  In song lyrics, these are often called the chorus.

Rhetorical question:  A question asked for effect and to promote thought and reflection, not to elicit an answer.
Rhyme scheme:  The pattern of rhymes created by the words used at the end of each line.
Rhythm:  The beat or tempo of a poem, determined by the pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in each line.
Sarcasm:  A cutting, often ironic remark intended to wound.
Satire:  A form that uses irony, ridicule, or sarcasm to expose human flaws.
Scene:  A division within a dramatic work, usually within an act.  Typically, a scene takes place in one specific time and place only.
Sentence fragment:  A group of words not expressing a complete thought and missing at least one key element of sentences – a subject, verb, etc.

Simple sentence:  Has one main clause, consisting of a subject and predicate (example: Karen gathered raspberries on the hillside).

Compound sentence:  Has two or more main clauses linked by a coordinating conjunction or a semicolon (example: She filled the bowl, and then she looked out to the harbor).

Complex sentence:  Has one main clause and one or more subordinate clauses (example: As she scanned the horizon, she saw a sailboat).
Compound-complex sentence:  Has two or more main clauses and one or more subordinate clauses (example:  By the time the Coastguard arrived, Karen had already climbed out and the desperate sailors had clambered aboard).

Sestet:  A stanza of six lines.
Setting:  The where and when, place and time, of a narrative piece.

Simile:  A comparison that uses like or as.

Soliloquy:  A monologue, often long, in which the lone character expresses his or her thoughts and feelings.

Speaker:  In poetry, novels, or other forms of literature, the character who “speaks to” the reader or imagined audience.
Stage directions:  In scripts, performance requirements or suggestions.

Stanza:  A grouping of lines in a poem, separated by a blank space on the printed page.

Stereotype:  A type of flat character, one-dimensional, lacking complexity, and often reflecting some bias.
Style:  An individual’s manner of expression.  In writing, style is the result of the choices the writer makes as to diction, sentence structure, and figurative language.

· Colloquialism:  Words, phrases and expressions used in everyday conversation; it is relaxed and informal rather than literary and formal.

· Informal:  Often expressed in conversational style.

· Formal: Often more serious treatment of a subject, sticking to the rules of English grammar.

· Slang:  Words and phrases vary because of particular age groups, geographical locations, occupations, etc.

Subplot:   A plot subordinate to the main plot of a literary work or film.
Suspense:  Increasing tension in a narrative caused by uncertainty and excitement about the conclusion, created mainly by the conflict.

Symbol:  Something that represents or stands for something else.
Syntax:  The arrangement of words to form phrases and sentences.

Theme:  The central insight or idea of a work stated directly or indirectly.
Thesis statement:  The main idea (thesis) given explicitly in a sentence.

Title (significance):  Importance/relation to plot, theme, etc.

Tone:  In writing, the writer’s attitude to the subject or audience as conveyed through diction and style.
Topic sentence:  The main idea of a paragraph, stated explicitly.
Tragic flaw:  the character flaw or error of a tragic hero that leads to his downfall.
Tragic hero:  a literary character who makes an error of judgment or has a fatal flaw that, combined with fate and external forces, brings on a tragedy.

Transitional words:  Words to connect sections of a text (examples: because, thus, therefore) and to help orient the audience to chronology, structure, and other elements of writing.
Unity:  A quality of oneness, in which the parts hang together – i.e. each part of a work is interdependent and no part is irrelevant.
Visuals:

· Composition:  The arrangement of visual elements within a picture.
· Perspective:  The illusion of creating three-dimensional views of objects.  Through intersecting lines and by careful spacing of objects of different sizes, an illusion of depth can be created in a picture.
· Scale:  The relative size of objects within the composition.  Larger objects attract the viewer’s attention first.
· Contrast:  The use of opposing elements, such as colors, forms, or lines, in proximity to produce an intensified effect in a work of art. 

· Color:  Is made up of hue (or tint), intensity, and value.  Hue or tint refers to the name of the color, such as red or blue.  Intensity is the purity and strength of a color, such as dull red or bright blue.  Value means the lightness or darkness of a color.  

· Balance:  The way shapes are arranged.  When shapes are balanced, they create a feeling of order or harmony.  When shapes are not balanced, they create tension.

· Focal Point:  Part of a photograph, drawing or painting that is the main area of interest.
· Proportion:  The comparative relationship between parts in a visual.
· Line: the visual path that enables the eye to move over the piece.

· Panel: a single drawing that is part of a comic strip.

Voice:  The personality of the speaker or the author (persona) coming through in a work, created through the combination of diction, point of view, and tone.  
