Scoring Rubric for Critical Essay Writing
Marked out of 40
· Introductory Paragraph: 

· Organizing Principle (2 marks)
· Rephrase opening prompt
· Strong Road Map and TAG (4 marks)
· 2 to 3 sentences outlining where your essay is going
· Clear Thesis Statement (5 marks)
· Point you are trying to prove
· Body Paragraphs:

· Clear Topic Sentences (3 marks)

· Clear detailed information (15 marks)

· Include specific supporting example(s) and a quotation
· Use specific detailed information (avoid plot summary)

· Analyze examples and quote  

· Conventions of Writing (5 marks)

· Includes spelling, punctuation, capitalization, etc. 
· Concluding Paragraph:

· Clear Structure (6 marks)

· Conclusion options include  closing by return or thesis restatement 

· Summarize three main points

· Final thought provoking comment – insight gained
